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European Stocks of Americana
The writer has been asked to comment on the European book
situation so far as the purchase of Pacific Northwest Americana is
concerned. This he will undertake to do, although it should be
stated that his efforts of the past summer were directed primarily
towards the purchase of complete sets of periodicals and the pub-
lications of academies and learned societies.
Obviously, Europe is a poor place to buy American imprints.
When found, the price is usually higher than in America. On
books 'published in Europe relating to America, however, one can
usually find better stocks and lower prices than in America. The
really first class items are becoming scarce even in Europe and
are' to be had only of the dealers who specialize in Americana.
These dealers sell their materials for the most part as soon as
found to American patrons on standing orders. A visit to the
bookstores of the specialists in American books is most discourag-
ing. Their stocks contain little besides second-rate material which
can always be found. The best opportunity to secure bargains is
with the large general dealers who do not specializ,e closely. Here
one can often secure standard material in excellent condition and
at comparatively low prices.
Additions to the University of Washington Library
It was the writer's privilege during the past summer to pur-
chase several hundred volumes of Americana for the University
of Washington Library.' The highest prices were encountered
with Americana specialists in London, closely followed by dealers
in Paris. A considerable amount of excellent material was secured
at reasonable prices in Florence, but the lowest prices of all were
those of Leipzig. About one hundred volumes were here secured
at prices ranging from one dollar down to twelve cents apiece.
A considerable number of these were substantial items not listed
in the Chec/dist. The following are sample titles:
